Worship shu(dragon)
2       WORSHIP DRAGON     According to Dongba scriptures, Shu (theDragon) and Man are brothers who share the same father, but different mothers.

3
  When they became adults, the family property was divided.Responsibility for the management of nature was assigned to Shu; for agriculture and animal husbandry, to Man.  They loved each other.Nature, managed by Shu, gave good weather for the crops managed by Man. 


4
  Good times don't last long.After many years, the trees around the village had all  been felled by Man.Man began to cut down the old Dragon tree, spring water flows out from. The Dragon tree was a thousand years old and so big 10 people were needed to encircle it.It grew out of the Dragon hole, where the spring water was running.

5
  Shu took terrible revenge. sending disasters, tornadoes, floods,  and earthquakes that overturned 999 mountains and buried 9,999 villages were submerged. All Naxi people died. 

6       According to Dongba scripture, only one human--Chongrenlien survived the terrible flood; he married Chenhongbaobaiming,the daughter of God, and they reared the competent sons and smart daughters,who through the endeavors of many generations, rebuilt their homeland. Chongrenlien and Chenhongbaobaiming became the 9 ancestral generation of the Naxi.


7       The old couple had many children and grandchildren. To make them remember the lesson of disasters from outraging Shu, they told them to tie a knot in a rope under the old dragon tree--that grew up again--and to retell the story each year.That was the so called "Age of Keeping Records of Events by Knots." 

 8     Several years later, there were so many knots, Chongrenlien and Chenhongbaobaiming couldn't remember which knot was related to which event.  Chenhongbaobaiming remembered the book without words she'd brought with her from Heaven. 

 9     When they opened the book, they found pictures matching all events they wanted to record. They  found 99 of the smartest people who worked day after night for 99 days and nights to translate the  book.. The couple gave the 99 the title of DONGBA.. Since then, Naxi people have their own hieroglyphics, that is  pictography,word-picture writing. 

10,   Chenhongbaobaiming dictated the epic Chongbantu Yuanzuhuiguiji…Chongrenlien dictated the epic  Lubanlurao. The 99 Dongba wrote them down.It took 99 days and 99 nights to record 9999 epics. Then the old couple asked the Dongba to visit every village so people began to learn the Dongba words and to read the Dongba scriptures.  Thus came the Dongba religion. 

 11   People sat down under the regrown old dragon tree and listened to old Dongba reading Donba scriptures. They worshiped Shu by writing the story down on parchment using Dongba words instead of the knots in ropes. This was the beginning of the Age of Pictograph. 
12   After several generations, the forests and grasslands began to flourish again.  Birds returned. Wild animals, even tigers,lived in the forests. People did not kill them. They did not hurt humans.Every village had a bumper crop and Naxi people danced to celebrate.

 
13    In the east of Mountain Junaruoluo, thousands of people were felling the trees.  In the south, thousands of Bai and Naxi people burned the grass on the mountain.  Beasts, birds, and insects died. Trees, grass,and flowers were gone.

13         In the west of Mountain Junaruoluo, thousands of Tibetan people dig silver from the snow mountain. Shu made mud-rock flow to burythe fields and houses. In the center of the mountain, thousands of Pan people, Na people, Beng people and Wu people burned forests, built villages and planted crops, invading the deer, wild ox and animals living in trees and rivers. Shu took terrible revenge, sending cold winds and heavy rains and the crops became diseased and died.all the crops became 

14          same as 13

15          same as 13

16          same as 13

17         Puchiwulu, the son of the governor, to extend his land, dug in the special place that was Shu`s beloved district. Shu took his soul. His family came to Mountain Ruoluo, and asked Dongba to hold a sacrifice to Worship Shu.They apologized to Shu and made reparation in  gold,  silver and jewels. Shu gave his soul back to Puchiwulu.

18         In the north of Mountain Junaruoluo, thousands of people hunted.They set up tricks to kill white deer with silver horns, white horses with gold bristles, wild boar with gold tusks, river deer with gold teeth. Highland farm villagers killed and skinned animals near  the spring where the dragon, Shu, usually drank. Shu made the earth quake and mud-rocks flow and buried the villages.

19         Ergaoqu and his son, Gaolequ hunted and killed Shu's fawns,river deer,  foxes and other of his animals, and planned tricks to kill Shu's big wild black boar.
            
20        They killed Shu's wild boar. Shu began to retaliate.

21         Ergaoqu was caught by Shu. His son Gaolequ ran away. He escaped. 

22        Gaolequ brought a lot of treasure to Shu's home and begged him to set his father free. Shu grumbled, “You dug pits for my big boar to fall into, you killed 99 fawns and 99 river deer. You fenced in my animals so they can`t freely find food. ” Gaolequ assured him, "We won`t come here to hunt any more. ” Shu set his father free. 

23         One day, people heard,“There is copper ore in the mountain. ” 9.999 people climbed up the mountain and cut down the trees. They set up 999 ovens to refine the copper. 999 people carried the  slag  sediment on their shoulders  and poured them into the Sea Meilidaji. 

24       The sea Meilidaji is where the head dragon, the head of the Shu family lives, where the sweet springs from everywhere flow into the sea. The sea is clean and clear like a mirror. It is said that drinking one drop of water gave one a long life.It is the favorite place of Shu.

25        After 99 days, the copper slag piled up by the 999 people became a small mountain. The sea water became dark and yellow and stinky. People and animals got sick when they drank the polluted water. Shu's offsprings floated on sea waves and cried out,  “Help! ”

26          When Shu received their call for help, he called all dragons in the world together. 
27       The first task of Shu was to get 99 dragons to fly on Sea Meilidaji blowing up 99 tornados that pulled  the copper slag and poisoned from the sea.Then white sandstone appeared . 

28       The second task of shu was to get thousands of dragons to absorb water from rivers and lakes and pour them into Meilidaji Sea. In a little while, the sea was full of sweet water and fish jumped freely again. 

29       The tornado carried the copper slag and flood to the place where people lived.  There was no place to hide. 9999 people ran from their villages and walked 9 days and 9 nights to the mountain Junaruo. They asked old Dongba to take them to Shu to do penitence.

30        Thanks to Dongba's connection to Shu, man signed a contract with Shu. Shu agreed to stop the flood, provide good weather for the crops, let humans cut some trees, hunt wild animals when domestic animals didn't provide enough to eat. Humans agreed not to invade Shu again and to replant the trees in the mineral mountain. Naxi  people went home happily. 


31         People walked toward their villages.Their villages were covered by water but the people walked into thhe flood water anyway. Then strangely, t he water retreated bit by bit as the people walked forward step by step til all their villages reappeared and the people were back in their homes.Old Dongba said, “This is a lesson  from shu. We should never fell all the trees again, nor pour slag into the sea.   

32         To return it to green, people went up the mountain. They ate in the wind and slept in the dew 9 days and 9 nights and planted grass and 9999 trees. They rebuilt houses and removed stones in the fields. They kept reconstuction on going. 

33         After man signed the contract with Shu,people planted trees everywhere, some fruit too and vegetables.They took care of the mountains and rivers. Shu brought good weather for crops. The mountains are green. Domestic animals and food grow everywhere. 


34        Two days before Dragon Day in the lunar calendar, the elder villager asks to carry a message to mountain Junaruoluo to invite DongbaShiluo in charge of Worship Shu.  Dongbashiluo arrived the next morning, coming in over the sea Meilidaji by his crane.  Magpies are flying People lit incenses to welcome Dongba to their villages.
 

35        This year was a harvest year. The worship to Shu would be ceremonious.   Every family got busy collecting grain to ferment into wine and preparing food to sacrifice to Shu. Dongba was happy the people had so much food. He organized the people to clean their houses and sacrificial altars. He got himself busy drawing Kepoi, the pictures and dolls for the eremony. All these are prepared the first morning of Worship Shu festival. 

36         In the afternoon, Dongba burns a stick of cypress to get rid of foul air and insects that cause illness in every home. Women prepared wheat, barley and chicken.   They bundled bamboo and cypress around the trunk of one pine tree strung with colored flags and wooden plates as the place to Worship Shu. Men went to the dragon pond located in the mountain about one mile far from the village to build a Worship Shu shelter.

37         In the evening, all the people come from their villages to the Worship Shu  square and light their incenses together.Dongba chants the Dongba scripture to invite Shu to have a good night`s rest in the worship shelter. Then it is time for the people to go home to sleep.

38        The next morning after the cock crowed for the first time, Dongba chanted scripture in the square to wake up Shu. Each of the families put their sacrifices out,  wheat, barley, chicken, a plate asking for happiness, a flag of pine with bamboo and aspen, a plate with Shu's picture. Dongba's assistants lit the incenses and oil lamp.   The ceremony of Worship Shu began. Dongbashiluo chanted the 30 Dongba scriptures that tell the stories about the relationship between  the brothers Shu and Man. The people listened the stories carefully.Before Worship Shu ends each family will pray Shu sends good weather in the coming year.People inserted the wooden plates with the picture of Shu beside the dragon pond and floated the masks on the water.With all satisfactory,  all the people went home.

39          After the Worship Shu ceremony, people hang the plates on the beams for goodluck in their houses and went to sleep happy. All the animals in the villages closed their eyes. The village was quiet and at ease.

40       The old cock is crowing, "Morning is coming." Cuckoos are singing, "Spring is coming." The sound of the oxen in the field, the sound of seeding the fields, the sound of weaving, the sound of Dongba chanting, the sound of the sheep,  all composed “A  Song of Spring” in Naxi villages. Naxi people hope they will have goood weather for the crops and a golden autumn. They are waiting for the next Worship Shu  to celebrate a good harvest next year. 
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