Worship heaven

2       The sacrificial black boar with four white feet,Dongba made neat with pure water

3       To gain Fortune and Luck,Dongba dedicated the biggest animal to humans'earliest ancestors: Father of Heaven, Mother of Earth, and Bo, the uncle, who sits in the middle.

4      When they migrated from heaven to earth, the ancestor men set up tents, and the women found water to drink and to boil and to cook on the beautiful earth they found fertile.

5      In those ancient times, the earth was still turbid; no where was bright. Under the turbulence, no one saw sun,nor sighted the moon until Father Heaven cut Sky with his big axe;  and Mother Earth, with her sword split the ground. Sun, Moon, Stars, Rivers and Mountains appeared; hence we see Sun rise and set east to west,days change to nights, and rain flow to rivers and seas.

6      The people belonged to the Enyupudu who to keep the sky high sacrificed unto Heaven;and to keep the land wide,unto Earth.Sacrifice  kept them healthful, all smooth and successful.


7      All depends upon the blessedness of Earth: happiness and wealth,
prosperity,victory of goodness and what's called good as well, capability,  dexterity, longevity,health,blessedness itself.Only when sacrifice was made for Earth, could all be smooth and successful.

8      The uncle of people is Heaven, whose uncle is Bo. This is the natural unity between  people and heaven and earth.                                                                                 
            

9 At new year’s, if people do not sacrifice to Heaven,Earth,and Bo who sits in the middle,then Sky will not stay high, and Land will not stay wide. Only after they sacrifice, is everything steady and smooth.

10      After god of defense animates white poplar stick and the eggs 
which defend  against  hazards, everything is smooth and steady.


11          Three gorgeous medicinal flowers grow, and waters that smell of medicine flow  from  three hot springs in the mountain of divine Junaruoluo
12         Situo and Nile were two stars in the sky. When they clasped  they became people who can calculate time by the stars. 

13          The human egg increasingly formed a ball like brain; this ball came into a warmth, then  became  a warm air ball. This warm air ball formed a warm dew ball.

14        The dew ball divided into 6 drops  and the 1st generation is

Ancestor; the 2nd, Herenlaren;the 3rd,Larenmeiren;the 4th, Meirencici;   the 5th, Ciciciyu;the 6th is Ciyuciju; the 7th is Jusengjing; the 8th is Jingrenchong;and the 9th is Chongrenlien.

15       Only Chongrenlien, according to Dongba, survived a terrible flood. And he got to marry Chenhongbaobaiming who is the daughter of God. Then they grew the beautiful,capable daughters and sons,through whose endeavors and more generations, rebuilt their homeland anew.  

16       Under the wings of white crane,hid Chongrenlien and flied from the flood up to Heaven.He arrived in the space of the Father of Fortune,  and thence to the  Grandfather Diligence'place before coming at last and standing before the Mother of Blessedness' door.

17      He knocked on 9 doors begging happiness and opened up 7 for luck.   Behind 1000s of doors lived the father; the man had to open these doors.   Inside 100s of doors lived  the mother; the daughter must  open those doors.The god Hua is living in heaven so the man has to open the door. After he opened the door for the god Hua, he opened up Gold door, and Silver door too.He opened the door made of Turquoise.He opened the o wrought from pearls.He opened the door of the oxen. He opened the door of the sheep.

18      He opened 9 doors of a very big house.He opened 9 fences for flocks.He opened the door a silver stick stuck shut.He opened the door locks in gold.The god Hua who's living in heaven, opened the door,human being,and set the hawks free from heaven.They arrived in the space of the Father of Fortune, went thence  to the Grand father Diligence’ place, before coming  at last and standing before the Mother of Blessedness' door.

19      When Chongrenlein got married to Chenhongbaobaiming, who is the daughter of god, all are rejoicing with dancing and singing, and playing  the drums of both  heaven and earth.

20      Despite his quite comfortable life up in heaven, Chongrenlien did yearn to return back to earth with his new wife and set up his own undertakings.

21     But it was impossible to set their feet on the long journey to earth during 3 months in winter, so they gave up moving in winter.

22     They could not move back during winter, by spring,nor by  summertime.By the fall they went from Heaven to Earth.

23     The couple received many presents before saying farewell to their parents, Father of Heaven and Mother of Earth.

24       The couple received in their dowry dresses of turquoise and  clothes sewn in green, 9 silver bowls, 7 gold ones, 9 jade bowls, 9 of turquoise,9 cattle for milking and 7 to plow, 9 horses for riding and 7 to load, 9 Dongba script  readers,  7 who could divine.

25       The couple received in their dowry 3 servants who could work and 3 maids who could  be ordered; 9 herds and, hidden among them, the hog cat  born to prey on them;100s of grains and, hid among them,the wild weed seeds borne to steal from them.Situo and Nile calculated from stars the best day for the Father of Heaven to divide family property to the son-in-law properly.30 July was chosen as, according to the star Bumao, an auspicious day for the couple. Mother of Earth came and said “Farewell” to her married daughter.        

26        Regarded as the mother-in-law, was the woman who can weave.3 doors on the right from her left side, she opened with a silver key.Regarded as daughter-in-law,  was the woman who can knit. 3 doors on the left  from her right side, she opened with a golden key.They opened the door a silver stick stuck shut and opened the door locks in gold.

They opened  9 doors of the very big house. They opened 7 fence doors for the flocks.The father lived in the 1000 doors;he opened the doors for the daughter.

27         The mother lived in the 100 doors,and she opened the doors for the daughter.They opened, as mentioned, the topmost door for the people who can work.They opened the capable servants door. They opened the door,as mentioned before,where maids who are capable live.

28        “Farewell,” they said to both parents. Then they said to their brothers,  “Farewell.” “Farewell,” they said to their sisters. Then they said they were ready to leave.

29        3 of  the brothers of Chenhongbaobaiming and 3 of her sisters too were along that evening to see the couple off to the milky way,where a long bridge was made by the magpie of heaven so they might walk their way back without fall.

30       One servant urged on the herds loudly and  moved forward slowly; another walked gently with grain in the basket of  bamboo borne up on his back.Chengrenlien and Chenhongbaobaiming lit a torch. A bright path lit the march back. White goat was the head of the herds that it led by baaing  while going ahead.Mustard seed was the head of the grains it led  blossoming while growing its head.Chongrenlien couldn’t tell inside from outside without a dog. Chenhongbaobaiming couldn’t tell day from night without a cock.  

                                                                                                                                                                  
31     Chongrenlien, wanting to be a father,needed a son.He spent the night in the house of the sun. He respected the sun as his father. Then he left. Chenhongbaobaiming wanting to be a mother, needed a daughter.She spent the night in the house of the moon.She respected the moon as her mother.Then she left.The man, wanting a son, spent the night under the pear tree.Watching the bright stars, he wished for descendants to thrive like the stars.The woman, wanting a daughter, spent the night by the swift flowing river.  Watching the crystal drops, she wished for descendants to gush forth like the springs.

32        Crowds of people went flying like bees down the road lying in  the middle of heaven.They arrived at the edge of a high cliff.Between it and the next lay a distance measured as 3 zha away.It seemed they could leap over,  but they couldn’t.They tried to reach the other side at another place where the span was 3 chi wide. It seemed they could stride over the narrow chink there, but they couldn’t.They spied a hole 3 zhou across; they couldn’t get over it either.They finally decided to go to the village of Silver and ask for silversmith Daze.They went back with the silver  ladder  Daze made.
       

33       And also they went to the village of Gold like brightened eyes. They slid from the gold chain goldsmith Jintze made.

34      With the treasures hidden in his body,and the property held  in his hands,Chongrenlien came to a narrow place. From the narrow place, he led his party to a steep place. They came down from the steep place to where 3 rock hills straightened up as a stake.They went down from the hills to the bank of 3 rivers.They walked along the river bank to the mountain Junaruoluo.They felt everything blurr in the mountain. They saw not a flutter  of cloud, but turbulent mud streams instead,with not even 3 drops of clean water.

35     Why had this happened?Because god father’s sky had been dirtied,  and god mother’s earth not kept clean.The wind had tried  blowing; but after 3 blowings, when sky and earth reappeared, sky still was not high,  earth still was not wide.They could not cross the river.There was no bridge.They could not walk forward.There was no road.They seemed as running beasts seeking shelter;only they never at last found any.Chongrenlien could not measure Heaven's door  with  a  silver measure  for cloud immersed the door. Chenhongbaobaiming could not survey Earth's door with a gold pole for sea submerged the door.They performed a service of Worship for Heaven with incense consecrated in  butter and wheat.   Hence, three gorgeous medicinal flowers grow, and waters smelling of  medicine flow  from  three hot springs in the mountain of divine Junaruoluo.

36       Chongrenlien ladled out medicinal water and poured it upward 3 times    Sky cleared, cloud fluttered, and flying white crane cleansed the filth from the sky. Therefore sky became clean and clear up to the high sky stuffed with shining stars.

37       Chongrenlien ladled out medicinal water and poured it downward 3 times.Earth and river appeared, and flying wild duck cleansed the filth from the earth. Therefore earth became clean and vast, the wide land spread out  with green grass.

38       Chongrenlien ladled out medicinal water and poured it leftward
3 times. Warm sun appeared. He poured it rightward 3 times. Lucid moon arose. Therefore roads to walk on and bridges to cross over the river. 

39       Domestic animals and god of livestock,were not refuted by the stick  of defense against hazards.The god of fortune,grain,and people, and the god Hua,they  were not refuted by the stick.The powerfully good and  Dongba fortune teller were not refuted by the stick. Controversy and disaster  brought by the evil god in heaven,Keluokexing,they must be refuted by the stick.All disasters –pinkeye came down with him in winter; diarrehea he released in summer; the illnesses which made the wheat get sick and the  diseases which made the people short-lived --all these should be defended against, refuted by the stick.



40    

41    

42    

43      After they moved to the earth, Chongrenlien set up the tents,and   Chenhonbaobaiming lit the fire.After they won over the victory stake and held up the victory stone, they had been living there for 3 years,  without one child being born.They worried therefore.Chongrenlien thought  since it took so long to find a wife,he was 3 years late for marriage;and since after 3 years of marriage,he’d gotten no child, it'd be too late to bring up the children.Chenhongbaobaiming thought since it took so long to find a husband she was 3 years late for marriage;and since after 3 years of marriage,she’d gotten no child, it’d be too late to order her children.

44      Although Chenhongbaobaiming was an excellent girl, ‘twas a pity she hadn’t met an excellent man any earlier.People could get fortune and prosperity by their all might,but that did not make children follow. People could get victory and happiness by their diligence,but that did not ensure longevity.So they spent 9 days observing divination of the bones and 7 days absorbing the divining findings done.The man wanting children paid a formal visit to father of fortune.He hoped Chenhongbaobaiming’s father could point him out some ways.The woman wanting children paid a devout visit to mother of blessings. She hoped her earth mother could bring her the gospel.

45      Dog and bat, capable young man Puluo, man with bright eyes, Long-legged man who runs quick, short-handed man with the bow, All were urged by the couple to ask that heaven’s blessednesses be bestowed. So, these messengers went as apparently sent, to the ladder they’d used years before, the ladder of silver they’d climbed down from heaven,they climbed up upon  it again.They slid up the gold chain left suspended, now dragging it up after them. And then before Father of Heaven they smoothly entreated the
fortune,and also before Mother of Earth, they pressed and begged her mouth  open  to bless. 

46      The messengers to heaven told  the god parents the truth.But the   Father of Fortune and Mother of Blessedness said they were not satisfied  with what Chogrenlien and his wife had done about sacrificing each year on the earth.

47      Sometimes messengers must pretend to leave. So,Bat hid under the turquoise rafter and dog behind the door.Long-legged man and short-handed man hid together behind the gold door. The rest went up the slope of Gaoxing,a high cliff  in heaven. They kindled a blazing fire on the slope and went to sleep around it. In the dead of night,they took note of the day, the Father of Fortune and Mother of Blessedness; they talked.The Mother of Blessedness persuaded the Father. 
         

48      So, Father of Fortune opened his mouth to say fortune words, and
Mother of Blessedness's opened for the blessedness words to come.

49        Then dog ran and bat flew back to Earth to tell what they’d seen. During the 3 months of winter, Chongrenlien sacrificed upward to the high sky. In the 3 months of spring, he sacrificed downward to the wide earth.In the ceremonial room, he put cypress and chestnut from 9 pure peaks .In summer, he poured out clean water to get rid of all filthiness.He sacrificed the stone by the clean artesian pond and made a vow to the  stout cock to sacrifice in the coming year.

50     The sacrificial black boar with four white feet, they consecrated  to Father Heaven, Mother Earth and Bo. They inserted into Earth the stick of white poplar, then Heaven's beneficent spray.Sunlight gentled Earth.  Then they had 3 sons, but none spoke a word, nor could say if they heard. They sought why by divining:from shoulder bone symbols for 9 days;studying  the tokens for  7. Divining the signs from the symbols it seemed that the man wanting fortunate sons should go sincerely to see Father Heaven; and the  woman desiring lucky daughters should visit the mother devoutly. Whereupon, they sent their messengers back to heaven,the same way they had come.

51     The messengers came to the house of Father Fortune and Mother of Blessedness and stood before them.Smoothly, the messengers told them,  “Although Chongrenlien has 3 sons,  none can speak.”

52       The god parents said to each other, “They want fortune and luck

within the year, but they don’t know how to sacrifice efficiently,

correctly, same as they don’t know how to reproduce.” Dog and Bat entreated the god parents. Finally they responded;Dog and Bat went back and told what they had seen and heard.Chongrenlien held a ceremony for  sacrifice on the earth. He consecrated mellow wine and clean rice.Hen was hatching eggs in the nest. After learning how to reproduce from the god parents,the couple knew the combination between man and woman is as between heaven and earth.A bridge is needed;the role of bridge:  effective transference.

53       Now, the three sons of Chongrenlien could speak.They went to the grass land and saw the horse gnawing the grass.The eldest son said, “Da ni yu man sha” (“the horse is gnawing the grass” in Tibetan) and he became ethnic Tibetan.The youngest son said,”Man ni zi gu you.” (the horse is gnawing the grass”in Bai) and he became ethnic Bai.The middle son said,”Rao ni a ken kai.”( “the horse is gnawing the grass” in Naxi)  and he became an ethnic Naxi.The same mother gave birth to 3 sons  who speak 3different ways, as 3 different flavors combined make one finer wine.

54     There are 3 different ways of riding a horse,3 different ways to   speak,  3 different ways to wear clothes, 3 different ways to eat. The eldest son became ethnic Tibetan, kills the yak of white hoofs, eats its sweet blood, and wears a felt hat. The youngest son became ethnic Bai,  who kill the black pig with 4 white hoofs.The second elder son, ethnic Naxi,  who sacrifice the heaven. 
      

55       The second elder son, the ethnic Naxi, whose uncle is god Wu, he married the daughter of god Wu.


56       God Wu gave them the tree where the horse can be tied and the stake for tying up oxen. The second elder son held up the chestnut tree for sacrifice,served the guests himself,and enjoyed his lucky days.The middle son shared his lucky days, lived under the heaven with his wife, and his  descendants flourished as the stars.Living on the earth, their descendants increased like the grass.Naxi people believe Chongrenlien and Chonhongbaobaiming are Naxi. Marriage did not exist during the time of the grandfather of the 9th generation and  the grandmother of the 7.th.
 

57           The 9th generation of grandfathers lived in Heaven,the 7th
generation grandmother on Earth.The generation of Chongrenlien married Chenhongbaobaiming with 3 sons. The generation of Gaolequ married Jinmingjinci with 4 sons.

58           The 3 branches,You,Su,and Mei,thrived from one generation to the next.Another branch: Meirenxinghe also prospered.Mei and Meirenxinghe chose the place where two crops grow every year and live by the  steaming river bank. Su and You rode the smart white horses and chose the place rich in water plants, then moved from the river bend to this fertile place. None of the branches can make any mistake doing the sacrifice. They should drive it flexibly,as riding a horse. 

59           They cannot let anything go wrong in the ceremony. They must do it  proficiently as when ploughing the field.Father will not let son forget the road he took. Ditch will not obstruct the road where mother has walked. The things grandfather persisted in, progeny can not ruin. When they consecrate the heaven upwards and the earth on right side,  the family becomes prosperous and everything comes true as they wish. 

60           The family will be happy and prosperous and everything  will come true,if they consecrate the Bo, the Bo that sits in the middle. There are years and times between heaven and earth when women  weren't allowed to stride over the roof  covered with boards of wood, when women weren't allowed to stride over the fire pit in the big house,    when women weren't allowed to stride over the heads of good men.They immolated the black boar with 4 white feet, consecrating it before Earth, Heaven and Bo.

61           People must concentrate on elimination of filth after they consecrate an immolation of pig.If they delay, the god will not be satisfied and the immolation will not be delicious. Dog must be eliminated from filth  by meat. Land must be eliminated from filth by  grass. Dyke must be eliminated from filth. To eliminate the filth, the people used the broad azalea leaves which sprout before other trees on the clean peak and the clean wild grass which greens before the rest on the broad earth.People used the clean wild grass that greened earlier than the grass where people have lived,  to eliminate the filth.From the wood inserted and the stone raised for the left heaven, from the wine, rice, and wooden bowl for worshiping heaven with incense; Fromthe wood inserted and the stone raised for the right earth, from the wine and rice for worshiping earth, people eliminated the filth.

62          They eliminated filth from rice, wine, stone, and wood inserted for Bo who sat in the middle, parallel with theHeaven and Earth. They eliminated the filth from the egg and the stick of white poplar; also the filth of saliva of the  pig with 4 white hoofs.Dongba also eliminated the filth of the heart and the tail of the pig. 

He eliminated  the filth of kidney,  spleen,  gallbladder from the pig. From the basket of yellow bamboo,the basin the mound hedge and the spoon,  he eliminated the filth. He eliminated the filth of the sacrificial temple. Then with all the filth cleared away from the gods,all the germs of filth killed,finally the task was finished.

63          The Stick of defense against hazards retained the god of domestic animals and livestock breeding, and the god of grain and food.The Stick retained victory and prosperity, it did not bump Dongba

nor fortune-tellers.The Stick defended all from the filth and hazards set free by the evil god Kexingkeluo.The Stick defended against pinkeye set free by the evil god in winter and against diarrhea unleashed in summer.The Stick defended against the diseases which made the grain barren and the illness which made the animals sick.The Stick defended against the diseases which made the leaves wither.

64
65
66
67
68

69        People would not feel happy without Luck.The Luck of god Lu fell from a cloud in the Heaven. The Luck of god Shen grew from Earth.

The Luck of Dongba came forth from the village.The tribal chief’s Luck  from where Limu lived.The family belonging to the host of Enyupudu, conformed to the Naxi tradition,  Worship Heaven and wish god bless Naxi forever.The clean people exchanged the sacrificing of fat for Fortune.The live people exchanged the sacrificing  of piles of  food for Luck. The black boar with four white feet,People only bred it to  sacrifice it.This was especially true for the Pan people and the Naxi.

70           People consecrated the whole immolation to the Heaven,the Earth,and the Bo who sits in the middle, the 3 gods who bestowed Prosperity, Longevity, Luck, Fortune, Victory, Happiness, Capability and  Dexterity upon them and helped them do everything they wished to do. 

Translated by Hu ying and Peggy Dobbins
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